
 
 
As humanity becomes increasingly data dependable, it is necessary to make sure that the data it 
stands on reflect the values inherent to a fair, ethical, and economically sound society. If so, data 
can be used as a tool for inclusion, for closing inequality gaps, and for building a more balanced 
society. 
 
However, data in itself is devoid of any (economic, moral, ethical) value; it’s the way in which data 
is selected and used that can dictate how machine learning and other systems that feed on data 
operate (in economic, moral, or ethical terms). The question then arises: how can the systems and 
devices that use data in the data economy obtain economically, morally and ethically robust data? 
 
The EU does not yet have any comprehensive regulatory approach that instils value(s) on data. It 
has a multi-speed data regulation (with personal data being highly regulated, and non-personal 
data hardly at all), which does not tackle the issue of robust data in a cross-sectional fashion. 
 
This values-centric symposium aims to bring together experts from data science, ethics, 
economics and law to create a White Paper establishing basic principles for the use of data in the 
data economy.  
	
	
	

PROGRAMME	
	
12.30	–13.00:	Coffee	and	Registration	
	
13.00	–	14.00	
Panel	1:	Trust	in	data		
This	panel	will	set	the	scene	of	the	symposium.	It	will	explore	the	mistrust	that	humans	have	
in	data,	while	at	 the	 same	 time	discussing	general	 solutions	 for	making	data	more	 robust	
and	therefore	more	trustworthy.	
Chair:	Maja	Brkan	(FdR)	
Participants:	Michel	Dumontier	(IDS);	Gijs	van	Dijk	(FdR);	Gaby	Odekerken	–	Schröder	(SBE);	
Jerry	Spanakis	(DKE);	Anke	Moerland	(FdR)	
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14.00	–	15.00	
Panel	2:	Morality	and	ethics	in	data	
Panel	2	will	focus	on	current	problems	inherent	to	data	devoid	of	moral	and	ethical	values.	
Participants	 will	 discuss	 issues	 such	 as	 relevant	 EU	 values,	 ethical	 principles,	 data	 bias,	
discrimination	 and	 privacy	 in	 the	 framework	 of	 new	 systems	 and	 technologies	 (e.g.,	
recognition	technologies).			
Chair:	Jaap	Hague	(FdR)	
Participants:	Maja	Brkan	(FdR);	Darian	Meacham	(FaSoS);	David	Townend	(FHML);	Jennifer	
Sellin	(FdR);	Gerhard	Weiss	(DKE)	
	
15.00	–	15.30				Coffee	break		
	
15.30	-	16.00	
Key	note:	The	intersection	of	intellectual	property	and	data	in	the	United	Nations’	World	
Economic	and	Social	Survey	2018		
Anselm	Kamperman	Sanders	(FdR)	
	
16.00	–	17.00	
Panel	3:	Economic	value	of	data		
Panel	3	will	discuss	the	economic	value	of	data,	both	from	the	perspective	of	how	to	obtain	
and	preserve	value	in	data	(which	can	be	done,	for	example,	through	intellectual	property	
rights),	 and	 from	 the	 point	 of	 view	 of	 using	 data	 for	 purposes	 of	 creating	 or	 destroying	
economic	 value	 (which	 relates	 e.g.	 to	 the	 challenges	 of	 built-in	 obsolescence	 within	 the	
circular	economy).	
Chair:	Anselm	Kamperman	Sanders	(FdR)	
Participants:	 Martin	 Wetzels	 (SBE);	 Ana	 Ramalho	 (FdR);	 Marta	 Santos	 Silva	 (FdR);Rudolf	
Müller	(BISS)	
	
17.00	–	19.00	
Roundtable	(with	policy	makers	and	UM	students)	
The	 roundtable	aims	at	having	a	dialogue	with	policy	makers	and	counts	as	well	with	 the	
participation	of	UM	students.	 Students	will	 use	 the	 ideas	gathered	 in	 the	previous	panels	
and	 discuss	 with	 policy-makers	 (and	 with	 the	 symposium	 participants)	 the	 best	 ways	 to	
implement	those	ideas.		
Chair	and	Rapporteur:	Ana	Ramalho	(FdR)	
Participants:	Former	MEP	Edit	Herczog;	Andres	Guadamuz	(U.	Sussex);	Gaia	Lisi;	Eisa	Rahimi;	
Virginia	Debernardi;	Bert	Brookfield-Hird	
	
Dinner	(with	speakers)	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	

	

	

	


